










koha web interface locked in mainte-
nance mode.

When I first visited my web installer 
interface, I received a warning that the 
perl-Date-ICal package was not installed, 
even though it was installed through 
YaST. To resolve this, I removed it from 
YaST and then installed it through CPAN.

Installing Additional 
Languages
As with any multilingual application, 
your setup might need to support lan-
guages besides English. To translate the 
graphical user interface to another lan-
guage, you must complete a two-step 
process. The first step is to locate the .po 
files of the desired language and install 
them. The second step is to activate the 
newly installed language from Koha’s 
web administration interface. I’ll show 
how to add the Greek language; the pro-
cedure is the same for any other sup-
ported language.

To create the hierarchy for Greek 
(el‑GR), you need to create two folders: 
/usr/share/koha/opac/htdocs/opac‑tmpl/
prog/el‑GR and /usr/share/koha/intra‑
net/htdocs/intranet‑tmpl/prog/el‑GR. 
The first folder involves the OPAC (On-
line Public Access Catalog) interface, 
and the second involves the Intranet in-
terface. Assuming you extracted Koha in 
its user home folder, you can execute the 
commands shown in Listing 6 to install 
the Greek translation.

If you get the message The install 
seems to be successful, you can proceed 
to step two, which is to activate the new 
language. If not, you might not have cre-
ated a necessary folder, or you might 
have mistyped 
one of the paths in 
the commands.

To continue, log 
in to the intranet 
interface as an ad-
ministrator. The 
first interface an 
administrator sees 
is the Welcome 
screen shown in 
Figure 2.

From there, go 
to Home | Admin-
istration | System 
Preferences | OPAC 
| I18N/​L10N. On 
that page, you will 
be given the op-
tion to enable the 
newly installed 
language, as 
shown in Figure 3.

Installing 
Zebra
If you are building 
a production 
server, you will 
probably want to 
install the Zebra 

text indexing and retrieval engine [8]. 
Without it, searching for anything will 
be slow and frustrating. If you are just 
testing, however, you’ll be fine without 
it. To install Zebra, simply type:

yast ‑i idzebra idzebra‑doc

Once Zebra is installed, you can issue 
the rebuild command:

/usr/share/koha/bin/migration_tools/U

  rebuild_zebra.pl ‑r ‑v ‑a ‑b

In my case, Zebra did not work out of 
the box. I had to do some tweaking. The 
command to rebuild returned with own-
ership issues, as shown in Listing 7.

To fix this, I gave proper ownership to 
the zebradb folder, as follows:

chown ‑R [koha_user]:[koha_group] U

   /var/lock/koha/zebradb

Then, I issued the command to rebuild 
again, and it ran without any com-
plaints. However, it still seemed like no 
filter modules were loaded. The problem 

/usr/share/koha/bin/migration_tools/rebuild_zebra.pl ‑r ‑v ‑a ‑b

Zebra configuration information

================================

Zebra biblio directory = /var/lib/koha/zebradb/biblios

Zebra authorities directory = /var/lib/koha/zebradb/authorities

Koha directory = /usr/share/koha/intranet/cgi‑bin

BIBLIONUMBER in : 001$@

BIBLIOITEMNUMBER in : 090$a

================================

exporting authority

====================

====================

REINDEXING zebra

====================

15:�24:24‑21/12 zebraidx(5218) [log] zebra_start 2.0.43 
abd433d1a315576cf1f4a53f2c70365f9a76477f

15:�24:24‑21/12 zebraidx(5218) [log] config /etc/koha/zebradb/zebra‑biblios.cfg

15:�24:24‑21/12 zebraidx(5218) [warn] zebra_lock_create fail fname=/var/lock/koha/
zebradb/biblios/norm..LCK [Permission denied]

    Listing 7: Output of Zebra’s Rebuild Command

Figure 2: The intranet as seen by an administrator.

Figure 3: Activating additional languages in Koha.
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lay with the path of the 64-bit libraries. 
To locate the correct path, enter the fol-
lowing find command:

find / ‑iname mod‑alvis.so

/usr/lib64/idzebra‑2.0/modules/U

   mod‑alvis.so

Once I had the correct path, I edited the 
zebra‑biblios.cfg configuration file and 
replaced:

modulePath: /usr/lib/idzebra‑2.0/modules

with

modulePath: /usr/lib64/idzebra‑2.0/U

   modules

Finally, you can initialize Zebra with:

/usr/bin/zebrasrv U

   ‑f /etc/koha/koha‑conf.xml &

Make sure this command is added to      
/etc/init.d/after.local so that Zebra is 
initialized each time your server boots.

Finally, if you are taking the system 
live on the Internet, you should enable 
SSL support on your installation. I will 
not go into many details on that, be-
cause SSL support on Apache is pretty 
straightforward.

For Koha, you need to edit the configu-
ration file and add SSL as a new virtual 
host directive on port 443. You can also 
add SSL encryption on port 8080 for in-
tranet logins (don’t forget to enable 
Apache’s SSL module).

Using Koha
The Online Public Access Catalog 
(OPAC) interface is what a user sees 
when visiting your Koha website. The 
interface will be similar to that shown in 
Figure 4. Users can search for materials 
in the library’s catalog, and they can log 

in to tailor the in-
formation to their 
needs. Addition-
ally, users can 
store search re-
sults as lists, add 
tags, submit pur-
chase suggestions, 
and more. De-
tailed manuals [9] 
explain all sorts of 
operations.

Adding 
Patrons
In library environ-
ments, users are 
called patrons. 
And, adding a pa-
tron in Koha is 
just a matter of a 
few clicks. To do 
this, go to Patrons 
| New. Clicking on 
New opens a form, 
where you add a 
patron’s details. Note the OPAC Login 
and Password fields toward the end of 
the form. Every user requires an OPAC 
account to log in to Koha. When you are 
done, simply click Save.

If you do nothing else, the credentials 
you created for this user are only used to 
log him in as a regular patron (library 
user). If you need to create some sort of 
other user, you need to edit the user’s 
access rights. To do so, go to Home | Pa-
trons and choose the patron’s account. 
You can locate the account by searching 
on a partial name or with a patron card 
number. Alternatively, you can browse 
patrons by last name.

Suppose, for example, you have a pa-
tron called Account Tester. Searching for 
test returns a list of users (in this case, 
just one demo user), as seen in the 
Search Results screen in Figure 5.

The name of the 
patron will be a 
link. Clicking on 
that link takes you 
to the patron’s 
page. Choose 
More | Set permis-
sions to go to the 
permissions page. 
The permission 
options are shown 
in Figure 6. Care-

ful consideration should be taken before 
assigning rights to users.

Conclusion
Koha helps you automate a library’s pro-
duction cycle through a web-based user 
interface and is relatively easy to set up. 
Learning to operate Koha can take a 
while because it is a complete library 
system. Here, I focused on installing and 
setting up Koha from an administrator’s 
point of view. After that, it’s up to librar-
ians to add content, patrons, and operate 
the software accordingly.  nnn

Figure 4: The Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) as seen by an 

anonymous user.

Figure 5: Searching for patrons.

Figure 6: Setting privileges.

[1]	� Koha: http://​koha-community.org/

[2]	� openSUSE Linux:  
http://​www.​opensuse.​org

[3]	� Apache web server:  
http://​www.​apache.​org

[4]	� MySQL: http://​www.​mysql.​com

[5]	� openSUSE download:  
http://​software.​opensuse.​org

[6]	� openSUSE Perl repository:  
http://​download.​opensuse.​org/​
repositories/​devel:/​languages:/​perl/​
openSUSE_11.​3

[7]	� CPAN: http://​www.​cpan.​org

[8]	� Zebra:  
http://​www.​indexdata.​com/​zebra

[9]	� Koha documentation: http://​koha-​
community.​org/​documentation/
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